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Part I: Demographics 





e. 55 and older 
 
2) What is your gender? 
a. Male  
b. Female 
 
3) What is your ethnicity? 
a. Black or African American 
b. White 
c. Hispanic or Latino 
d. Native American 
e. Asian/Pacific Islander 
f. Other 
 
4) What is the highest degree or level of school you have completed? If currently enrolled, 
highest degree received. 
a. Some high school, no diploma 
b. High school graduate, diploma or GED 
c. Some college, no degree 
d. Trade, Technical, or Vocational training 
e. Associate Degree 
f. Bachelor’s Degree 
g. Master’s Degree 
h. Professional Degree (MD, DO, DDS) 






5) What is the yearly household income of your family? If you are a student, then select the 
income of your parents.  
a. Less than $25,000 
b. $25,000 to $34,999 
c. $35,000 to $49,999 
d. $50,000 to $74,999 
e. $75,000 to $99,999 
f. $100,000 to $149,999 
g. $150,000 or more 
 
Part II: Vignettes 
*1/4 of the subjects will be asked about a black male, ¼ will be asked about a white male, ¼ 
will be asked about a white female, and ¼ will be asked about a black female 
1) (Jake/ Amy) is a (white/black), (male/female), child who is 8 years old. (Jake/ Amy) has 
always had trouble in school, especially in completing assignments on time, even though 
(he/she) has average intelligence. (Jake/ Amy)'s teachers note that (Jake/ Amy) 
is very distractible, and that they often have to remind (Jake/ Amy) to get back to the task at 
hand. (Jake/ Amy) is often up and down, out of (his/her) seat, looking out the window, or talking 
to classmates (Jake/ Amy) does similar things at home. (His/Her) parents notice that (he/she) 
easily forgets what (he/she)'s supposed to be doing, has trouble getting up in the morning and 
going to bed at night, and loses things like toys and games. (Jake/ Amy) also has difficulty 
making and keeping friends.  





e. Developmental/ Puberty 
f. Illicit Drugs 
g. ADHD symptoms  
h. Psychiatric/ Personality Problems 
i. Environmental/ Social Problems 
j. Other characteristic 
k. Don’t Know 
 






C) How serious would you consider Jake/Amy’s problem, if any, to be? 
a. Very serious 
b. Somewhat serious 
c. Not very serious 
d. Not at all serious 
e. Don’t know 
 





e. Mental health/ General 
f. Psychiatrist 
g. Social Worker 
h. Counselor/ Therapist 
i. Psychologist 
j. Family/Friends 
k. Blame the parents 
l. Positive Parenting 
m. Assistance from school 
n. Involve teacher 
o. Involve school counselor  
p. Religion 
q. Social/Extracurricular activity 
r. Other help 
s. Don’t know 
 
E) In your opinion, how likely is it that Jake/ Amy’s situation MIGHT be caused by the way 
he or she was raised?  
a. Very likely 
b. Somewhat likely 
c. Not very likely 








F) In your opinion, how likely is it that Jake/Amy’s situation MIGHT be caused by a 
chemical imbalance in the brain? 
a. Very likely 
b. Somewhat likely 
c. Not very likely 
d. Not at all likely 
e. Don’t know 
f. No answer 
 
G) In your opinion, how will Jake/Amy’s situation improve? 
a. On its own 
b. With strict discipline  
c. With medical treatment 
d. With a change of behavior 
e. By changing their diet 
 
H) Given you were the same age as Jake/Amy, how willing would you be to make friends 
with them? 
a. Definitely willing 
b. Probably willing 
c. Probably unwilling 
d. Definitely unwilling 
e. Don’t know 
 
*Half of the subjects will be asked about a male and ½ of the subjects will be asked about a 
male 
2) Erica is a 22 year-old college senior who is under immense pressure. She is working on her 
thesis, studying for the GRE, and also looking for jobs for after graduation. Erica has a history of 
being an overachiever and has a tendency to obsess over her schoolwork. She is also in the top 
sorority on campus and spends a lot of effort maintaining her social status and appearance. Erica 
feels that she has no control over anything in her life, so she began restricting meals to gain back 
a sense of control. She originally began by just skipping breakfast, but soon moved onto skipping 
more meals and counting calories. On an average day Erica consumes between 400-600 calories. 
Erica is 20 pounds underweight, but she believes that she is overweight and is deathly afraid to 








2) Eric is a 22-year-old senior in college. During freshman year Eric gained the Freshman 15 
and become unhappy with the size and shape of his body. Eric vowed that he would shed the 
weight, so he joined a gym and began to run 5 miles a day. Through his effort, he gradually 
began to lose weight, but Eric still felt fat so he started a diet. Eric’s new diet consists of 
avoiding fatty foods, not snacking between meals, and eating set amounts of “healthy” foods. On 
days when Eric is feeling “fat” he doesn’t eat anything at all. Through this combination of 
dieting and exercising, Eric has been able to shed the Freshman 15, plus an additional 30 pounds. 
Eric now appears thin and gaunt, but denies that he is underweight and keeps dieting and going 
to the gym. He is terrified of becoming “fat” and refuses to make any effort to put weight back 
on.  
 
A) First, I'd like to know what you think may be wrong, if anything, with (Eric/Erica)?  
a. Normal/Nothing 
b. Autoimmune Disease 
c. Anorexia  
d. Depression 
e. Type 1 Diabetes  
f. Developmental/ Puberty 
g. Illicit Drugs 
h. Psychiatric/ Personality Problems 
i. Environmental/ Social Problems 
j. Other characteristic 
k. Don’t Know 
 
B) Why did you select this answer? (Open-ended) 
 
 
C) How serious would you consider Eric/ Erica’s problem, if any, to be? 
a. Very serious 
b. Somewhat serious 
c. Not very serious 
d. Not at all serious 










e. Mental health/ General 
f. Psychiatrist 
g. Social Worker 
h. Counselor/ Therapist 
i. Psychologist 
j. Family/Friends 
k. Blame the parents 
l. Positive Parenting 
m. Assistance from school 
n. Involve teacher 
o. Involve school counselor  
p. Religion 
q. Social/Extracurricular activity 
r. Other help 
s. Don’t know 
 
E) In your opinion, how responsible is Eric/Erica for his/her problems? 
a. Very responsible 
b. Somewhat responsible 
c. Not very responsible 
d. Not at all responsible 
e. Don’t Know  
 
F) In your opinion, how likely is it that Eric/Erica’s problem may be caused by stressful 
circumstances? 
a. Very likely 
b. Somewhat likely 
c. Not very likely 
d. Not at all likely 








G) In your opinion, how will Jake/Amy’s situation improve? 
a. On its own 
b. With strict discipline  
c. By eating again 
d. With medical treatment 
e. With a change of behavior 
 
H) Given you were the same age as Eric/Erica, how willing would you be to make friends 
with them? 
a. Definitely willing 
b. Probably willing 
c. Probably unwilling 
d. Definitely unwilling 
e. Don’t know 
 
*1/4 of the subjects will be asked about a black male, ¼ will be asked about a white male, ¼ 
will be asked about a black female, and ¼ will be asked about a white female 
 
3) Blake/ Michelle is a (white/black), (male/female) youth who is 14 years old. Blake/Michelle 
has a history of breathing problems. Blake/ Michelle often has bouts of coughing at night, and 
doesn't sleep very well. (His/Her) parents and teachers have noticed that these problems seem to 
be particularly bad during challenging situations, in the spring and fall, and during strenuous 
sports activities. Blake/ Michelle used to enjoy playing soccer but recently gave it up because of 
these problems. Blake/ Michelle feels badly about (his/her) breathing problems, which seem to 
be getting worse, and wishes (he/she) could "be just like other kids”. 





e. Developmental/ Puberty 
f. Illicit Drugs 
g. ADHD symptoms  
h. Psychiatric/ Personality Problems 
i. Environmental/ Social Problems 
j. Other characteristic 







B) Why did you select this answer? (open-ended) 
 
C) How serious would you consider Blake/Michelle’s problem, if any, to be? 
a. Very serious 
b. Somewhat serious 
c. Not very serious 
d. Not at all serious 
e. Don’t know 
 





e. Mental health/ General 
f. Psychiatrist 
g. Social Worker 
h. Counselor/ Therapist 
i. Psychologist 
j. Family/Friends 
k. Blame the parents 
l. Positive Parenting 
m. Assistance from school 
n. Involve teacher 
o. Involve school counselor  
p. Religion 
q. Social/Extracurricular activity 
r. Other help 
s. Don’t know 
 
E) In your opinion, how likely is it that Blake/ Michelle's situation MIGHT be caused by a 
genetic or inherited problem?  
a. Very likely 




c. Not very likely 
d. Don’t know 
 
F) In your opinion, how likely is it that Blake/Michelle’s situation MIGHT be caused by a 
chemical imbalance in the brain? 
a. Very likely 
b. Somewhat likely 
c. Not very likely 
d. Not at all likely 
e. Don’t know 
f. No answer 
 
G) In your opinion, how will Blake/Michelle’s situation improve? 
a. On its own 
b. With strict discipline  
c. With medical treatment 
d. With a change of behavior 
e. By changing their diet 
 
H) Given you were the same age as Blake/Michelle, how willing would you be to make 
friends with them? 
a. Definitely willing 
b. Probably willing 
c. Probably unwilling 
d. Definitely unwilling 
e. Don’t know 
 
Section III. Multiple Choice  












7) How would you rate your overall health? 
 a) Very Good 
 b) Good 
 c) Fair 
 d) Poor 
 e) Very Poor 
8)  What comes to mind when you think of the word “illness”? 
 










c) Unsure  
 












13) Do you know anyone who has taken psychiatric medication? 
 a) Yes 
 b) No 
 c) Unsure 
 
14) Would you go on medication if a doctor suggested it? 
 a) Yes-for both mental and physical illness 
 b) Yes for mental illness, No for physical illness 
 c) No for mental illness, Yes for physical illness 
 d) I wouldn’t go on medicine for either 
 
15) Have you ever been frightened by someone who has a mental illness? 
 a) Yes 
 b) No 







16) Do you believe that ADD/ADHD are legitimate medical conditions? 
 a) Yes 
 b) No 
 c) Unsure 
 
17) If a person contracts HIV/AIDS do you think they are responsible for their own illness? 
 a) Yes 
 b) No 
d) Unsure 
 
18) Would you rather donate $100 to the Colon Cancer Alliance or the Depression and Bipolar 
Support Alliance? 
 a) Colon Cancer Alliance 
 b) Depression and Bipolar Support Alliance 
 c) Neither organization 
 
19) Which disease do you believe has a higher mortality rate, cancer (all forms) or eating 
disorders (anorexia nervosa and bulimia nervosa)? 
 a) Cancer 
 b) Eating disorders 
 
